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ëíÉéïáëÉ=~ééêç~ÅÜI=íÜêçìÖÜ=ïÜáÅÜ=ëíÉ~Çó=~åÇ=éêçÖêÉëëáîÉ=áãéêçîÉãÉåí=áë=~ÅÜáÉîÉÇK=
=
dáîÉå=íÜÉ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=å~íìêÉ=çÑ=íÜáë=íóéÉ=çÑ=ïçêâ=íÜÉêÉ=ïáää=ÄÉ=äÉëë=ÑçÅìë=çå=éêçÇìÅíáîáíóI=Äìí=ïáää=
Éåí~áä=~=ÇÉí~áäÉÇ=î~äìÉ=ÅÜ~áå=~å~äóëáëI=~åÇ=Éñ~ãáå~íáçå=çÑ=çìê=éìêÅÜ~ëáåÖ=éê~ÅíáÅÉëK==qÜÉ=ä~ííÉê=
ïáää=ãçåáíçê=íÜÉ=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí=éêçÅÉëë=íÜêçìÖÜ=íç=ÇÉäáîÉêó=çÑ=Ñáå~ä=éêçÇìÅí=íç=Éëí~ÄäáëÜ=Üçï=íÜÉ=
éêáÅÉ=áë=åÉÖçíá~íÉÇ=~åÇ=ïáää=äÉ~Ç=íç=~=Äêç~ÇÉê=éìêÅÜ~ëáåÖ=éê~ÅíáÅÉë=ëíìÇó=ïáíÜáå=çìê=ÄìëáåÉëëK==tÉ=
ïáää=çÑ=ÅçìêëÉ=ÄÉ=~ééäóáåÖ=íÜÉ=åÉï=ïçêâ=ëíìÇó=ãÉíÜçÇçäçÖó=áå=íÜÉ=éêáÅÉ=Å~äÅìä~íáçåë=~åÇ=
åÉÖçíá~íáçåë=íç=Éëí~ÄäáëÜ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=éáÉÅÉ=ê~íÉë=é~áÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=bñéçêíÉêëI=`çåíê~Åíçêë=~åÇ=pìÄJ
Åçåíê~Åíçêë=~êÉ=ëìÑÑáÅáÉåí=íç=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=äáîáåÖ=ï~ÖÉ=éêçîáëáçåK=qÜÉ=äÉ~êåáåÖ=Ñêçã=íÜáë=ïáää=ÄÉ=êçääÉÇ=
çìí=~Åêçëë=çìê=ÜçãÉïçêâáåÖ=ëìééäó=Ä~ëÉ=áå=ÇìÉ=ÅçìêëÉK=
=
tÜáäëí=ëçãÉ=éêçÖêÉëë=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=ã~ÇÉI=ïÉ=êÉÅçÖåáëÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉêÉ=áë=ëíáää=ãìÅÜ=ïçêâ=íç=Çç=áå=ÇÉäáîÉêó=
çÑ=~ÅÅÉéí~ÄäÉ=ï~ÖÉë=~Åêçëë=~ää=çìê=ëìééäó=ÅÜ~áå=~åÇ=áå=é~êíáÅìä~ê=íÜçëÉ=ÉåÖ~ÖÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=äçïÉê=íáÉêë=
çÑ=ëìééäóK==aÉëéáíÉ=íÜÉ=ÇáÑÑáÅìäíáÉë=ïÉ=êÉã~áå=ìåÇ~ìåíÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=ÅÜ~ääÉåÖÉë=íÜ~í=äáÉ=~ÜÉ~Ç=~åÇ=~êÉ=
ÅçåÑáÇ~åí=çÑ=êÉéçêíáåÖ=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=áãéêçîÉãÉåíë=åÉñí=óÉ~êK==tÉ=Ñçêï~êÇ=çìê=íÜ~åâë=Ñçê=íÜÉ=
áåíÉêÉëí=ëÜçïå=áå=jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=iíÇ=~åÇ=áÑ=ïÉ=Å~å=ÄÉ=çÑ=ÑìêíÜÉê=~ëëáëí~åÅÉI=éäÉ~ëÉ=Çç=åçí=
ÜÉëáí~íÉ=íç=Åçåí~Åí=ãÉK=
=
vçìêë=ëáåÅÉêÉäó=
=
=

=
=
=
aÉêÉâ=g~Åâëçå=
=
däçÄ~ä=bíÜáÅ~ä=qê~ÇáåÖ=j~å~ÖÉê=
jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=iíÇ=
=
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^ééÉåÇáñ=
=

jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=iíÇW=píê~íÉÖó=Ñçê=íÜÉ=~ééäáÅ~íáçå=çÑ=iáîáåÖ=t~ÖÉë=EfåÇá~F=
=
píê~íÉÖó=lÄàÉÅíáîÉë=
=
• båëìêÉ=~ää=ïçêâÉêë=áå=íÜÉ=é~êíáÅáé~íáåÖ=Ñ~Åíçêó=~êÉ=é~áÇ=ï~ÖÉë=ëìÑÑáÅáÉåí=íç=ãÉÉí=íÜÉáê=Ä~ëáÅ=

åÉÉÇë=~åÇ=éêçîáÇÉ=ÇáëÅêÉíáçå~êó=áåÅçãÉK=
• aÉîÉäçé=êÉéäáÅ~ÄäÉ=ãÉíÜçÇë=çÑ=Å~äÅìä~íáåÖ=ï~ÖÉ=ê~íÉë=áå=~=ã~ååÉê=Ñìääó=ÅçåëáëíÉåí=ïáíÜ=bqf=

_~ëÉ=`çÇÉ=éêçîáëáçåë=~åÇ=áå=ïÜáÅÜ=íÜÉáê=áãéäÉãÉåí~íáçå=Å~å=ÄÉ=ãçåáíçêÉÇK=
• aÉîÉäçé=ãÉ~åë=Äó=ïÜáÅÜ=jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=Å~å=ÉåëìêÉ=íÜÉó=~êÉ=é~óáåÖ=~=éêáÅÉ=ïÜáÅÜ=áë=

áåÅäìëáîÉ=çÑ=ï~ÖÉ=ê~íÉë=íÜ~í=~êÉ=ÅçåëáëíÉåí=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=bqf=_~ëÉ=`çÇÉ=éêçîáëáçåë=çå=ï~ÖÉëK=
• qç=Éëí~ÄäáëÜ=ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉ=ÅçããìåáÅ~íáçåë=ÄÉíïÉÉå=ïçêâÉêë=~åÇ=ã~å~ÖÉêë=áå=é~êíáÅáé~íáåÖ=

Ñ~ÅíçêóK=
• qç=áãéêçîÉ=áåÇìëíêá~ä=êÉä~íáçåë=áå=íÜÉ=é~êíáÅáé~íáåÖ=Ñ~Åíçêó=Äó=ÉåëìêáåÖ=ïçêâÉêë=~êÉ=~ÄäÉ=íç=

ÅÜççëÉ=íÜÉáê=çïå=Ñçêã=çÑ=êÉéêÉëÉåí~íáçå=~åÇ=íÜ~í=ëìÑÑáÅáÉåí=ã~å~ÖÉãÉåí=Å~é~Åáíó=Éñáëíë=íç=
åÉÖçíá~íÉ=ïáíÜ=ïçêâÉêë=çêÖ~åáë~íáçåëK==

• qç=áÇÉåíáÑó=Üçï=éêçÇìÅíáîáíó=Å~å=ÄÉ=áãéêçîÉÇ=áå=ï~óë=íÜ~í=~êÉ=ëìëí~áå~ÄäÉ=~åÇ=áå=ï~óë=íÜ~í=
ïçêâÉêë=ìåÇÉêëí~åÇ=íÜ~í=íÜÉó=~êÉ=ÄÉåÉÑáíáåÖ=Ñêçã=~åÇ=~êÉ=ãçíáî~íÉÇ=íç=áãéäÉãÉåíK=

=
NK mêçàÉÅí=~ééêç~ÅÜ=
=
qÜÉ=ÑçääçïáåÖ=ëíÉéë=~åÇ=ãÉ~ëìêÉë=~êÉ=Éåîáë~ÖÉÇK=
=
NK båëìêÉ=Åçãéäá~åÅÉ=ïáíÜ=~ää=êÉäÉî~åí=ÅçãéÉíáíáçå=ä~ïë=~åÇ=àìêáëÇáÅíáçåëK=
OK fÇÉåíáÑó=ëìáí~ÄäÉ=ëìééäáÉêEëF=~åÇ=Éëí~ÄäáëÜ=éêçíçÅçäë=Ñçê=áãéäÉãÉåí~íáçåK=tÉ=ïáää=ìëÉ=íÜÉ=

ÑçääçïáåÖ=ÅêáíÉêá~=áå=áÇÉåíáÑóáåÖ=~ééêçéêá~íÉ=ëìééäáÉêEëF=WJ=
o `~é~Åáíó=çÑ=ëìééäáÉê=íç=é~êíáÅáé~íÉ=áå=íÜÉ=éêçàÉÅí==
o táääáåÖåÉëë=çÑ=íÜÉ=ëìééäáÉê=íç=é~êíáÅáé~íÉ=áå=íÜÉ=éêçàÉÅíK=
o pìééäáÉê=ã~å~ÖÉãÉåí=Ü~îÉ=ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉÇ=~=ëìÑÑáÅáÉåí=ÇÉÖêÉÉ=çÑ=ÅçããáíãÉåí=íç=

áãéäÉãÉåí=íÜÉ=_~ëÉ=`çÇÉK==
o jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=Éåîáë~ÖÉë=ëçìêÅáåÖ=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=ëìééäáÉê=Ñçê=~=ëìÑÑáÅáÉåí=éÉêáçÇ=

~åÇ=~í=ëìÑÑáÅáÉåí=îçäìãÉë=íç=~åíáÅáé~íÉ=êÉ~ëçå~ÄäÉ=áåÑäìÉåÅÉ=çîÉê=íÜÉ=ëìééäáÉê=áå=íÜÉ=
ÅçìêëÉ=çÑ=ÅçããÉêÅá~ä=ÉåÖ~ÖÉãÉåíK=

o jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=ÄÉäáÉîÉëI=çå=íÜÉ=Ä~ëáë=çÑ=âåçïäÉÇÖÉ=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=áå=áíë=åçêã~ä=
ÅçããÉêÅá~ä=ÇÉ~äáåÖë=íÜ~í=áí=ïáää=ÄÉ=áå=~=éçëáíáçå=íç=ÉñÉêÅáëÉ=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=áåÑäìÉåÅÉ=çîÉê=
íÜÉ=êÉäÉî~åí=ëìééäáÉê=íÜêçìÖÜ=ÅçåÇìÅíáåÖ=çêÇáå~êó=ÅçããÉêÅá~ä=åÉÖçíá~íáçåë=áå=äáåÉ=
ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=éìêéçëÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=éêçàÉÅíK=

o qÜÉ=ëìééäáÉê=ïáää=ã~âÉ=áíë=çïå=ÇÉÅáëáçå=~ë=íç=ïÜÉíÜÉê=áí=ïáëÜÉë=íç=Åçããáí=íç=ãçîáåÖ=
íçï~êÇë=é~óáåÖ=ï~ÖÉë=áå=~ÅÅçêÇ~åÅÉ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=_~ëÉ=`çÇÉ=ERKNFK==fí=áë=ìåäáâÉäó=íÜ~í=~=
ëìééäáÉê=ïçìäÇ=ÄÉ=ïáääáåÖ=íç=Çç=ëç=ìåäÉëë=áí=çÄí~áåÉÇ=ëçãÉ=~ëëìê~åÅÉë=Ñêçã=
jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉó=ïçìäÇ=é~ó=ìéäáÑíÉÇ=éêáÅÉë=~åÇLçê=ïçìäÇ=ÅçåíáåìÉ=íç=
íê~ÇÉ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=ëìééäáÉê=Ñçê=~=ëéÉÅáÑáÉÇ=ãáåáãìã=íáãÉ=éÉêáçÇ=~åÇLçê=ÖáîÉ=îçäìãÉ=çê=
çíÜÉê=ÅçããÉêÅá~ä=~ëëìê~åÅÉëK==eçïÉîÉêI=jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=ïáää=ÅçåíáåìÉ=íç=
åÉÖçíá~íÉ=áíë=çïå=íÉêãë=çÑ=íê~ÇÉ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=ëìééäáÉêK===

o ^åó=~ëëìê~åÅÉë=ïÜáÅÜ=jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=ÅÜççëÉë=íç=ÖáîÉ=íç=~=ëìééäáÉê=áå=çêÇÉê=
íç=áåÇìÅÉ=íÜ~í=ëìééäáÉê=íç=~ÖêÉÉ=íç=é~ó=ï~ÖÉë=áå=~ÅÅçêÇ~åÅÉ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=_~ëÉ=`çÇÉ=
ERKNF=ïáää=êÉã~áåI=çå=åçêã~ä=ÅçããÉêÅá~ä=éêáåÅáéäÉëI=ëíêáÅíäó=ÄÉíïÉÉå=jçåëççå=
^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=~åÇ=íÜ~í=ëìééäáÉêK=
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=
OK bëí~ÄäáëÜáåÖ=êÉä~íáçåëÜáéë=~åÇ=ÉñéÉÅí~íáçåë=ïáíÜ=âÉó=ëí~âÉÜçäÇÉê=çêÖ~åáë~íáçåëK==
=
hÉó=çêÖ~åáë~íáçåë=ïáää=ÄÉ=áÇÉåíáÑáÉÇ=~í=íÜÉ=çìíëÉí=çÑ=íÜÉ=éêçàÉÅíK=qÜÉëÉ=áåÅäìÇÉ=êÉäÉî~åí=
ÖçîÉêåãÉåí=ÇÉé~êíãÉåíëI=ÉãéäçóÉêë=~ëëçÅá~íáçåëI=ïçêâÉê=çêÖ~åáë~íáçåë=~åÇ=åçåJÖçîÉêåãÉåí=
çêÖ~åáò~íáçåë=~ë=ïÉää=~ë=íÜÉ=fåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=i~Äçìê=lêÖ~åáò~íáçåI=ÅäÉ~ê=äáåÉë=çÑ=ÅçããìåáÅ~íáçå=ïáää=
ÄÉ=ÇÉîÉäçéÉÇK=
=
PK oÉîáëÉ=éêçàÉÅí=ÇÉëáÖå=áå=íÜÉ=äáÖÜí=çÑ=ëí~âÉÜçäÇÉê=îáÉïë=~åÇ=Å~é~Åáíó=
=
^=ëí~âÉÜçäÇÉê=Åçåëìäí~íáçå=ÉñÉêÅáëÉ=ïáää=ÄÉ=Å~êêáÉÇ=çìíK=fÇÉåíáÑáÉÇ=ëí~âÉÜçäÇÉêë=ïáää=ÄÉ=~ëâÉÇ=íç=
ÅçããÉåí=çå=íÜÉ=~ÖêÉÉÇ=íÉêãë=çÑ=êÉÑÉêÉåÅÉ=~åÇ=íÜÉ=Å~é~Åáíó=çÑ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=çêÖ~åáë~íáçåë=íç=
áãéäÉãÉåí=áí=ïáää=ÄÉ=~ëëÉëëÉÇK=qÜÉ=éìêéçëÉ=çÑ=íÜáë=ÉñÉêÅáëÉ=ïáää=ÄÉ=íçWJ=
=
• fãéêçîÉ=íÜÉ=éêçàÉÅí=áãéäÉãÉåí~íáçå=éä~å=Äó=áÇÉåíáÑóáåÖ=ÑìêíÜÉê=êáëâë=~åÇ=~Ç~éíáåÖ=íç=ëéÉÅáÑáÅ=

äçÅ~ä=ÅáêÅìãëí~åÅÉëK=
• fÇÉåíáÑó=íÜÉ=çêÖ~åáë~íáçåë=Å~é~ÄäÉ=çÑ=áãéäÉãÉåíáåÖ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=~ëéÉÅíë=çÑ=íÜÉ=éêçàÉÅíK=
• bëí~ÄäáëÜ=ëíêçåÖÉê=çïåÉêëÜáé=çîÉê=íÜÉ=éêçàÉÅí=ïáíÜ=íÜçëÉ=çêÖ~åáò~íáçåë=íÜ~í=ïáää=ÄÉ=áåîçäîÉÇK=
• pÉÉâ=Åä~êáíó=çå=~åó=áëëìÉë=çÑ=fåÇá~å=ä~ï=íÜ~í=jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=ã~ó=åÉÉÇ=íç=ÄÉ=~ï~êÉ=çÑK=
• pìÅÅÉëë=ÅêáíÉêá~=Ñçê=íÜÉ=áãéäÉãÉåí~íáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=éêçàÉÅí=ïáää=ÄÉ=~ÖêÉÉÇK=qÜáë=ïáää=áåÅäìÇÉ=~=

ãÉíÜçÇçäçÖó=íç=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=íÜÉ=áãé~Åí=çÑ=íÜÉ=éêçàÉÅí=~ÅíáîáíáÉë=çå=ï~ÖÉ=ê~íÉë=áå=é~êíáÅáé~íáåÖ=
Ñ~ÅíçêáÉëK==

• _ÉåÅÜã~êâ=Å~äÅìä~íáçåë=ïáää=ÄÉ=ã~ÇÉ=ÄÉÑçêÉ=~åÇ=íçï~êÇë=íÜÉ=ÉåÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=áãéäÉãÉåí~íáçå=
éÜ~ëÉK==

• qÜÉ=ãÉíÜçÇçäçÖó=ïáää=áåÅäìÇÉ=áåíÉêîáÉïáåÖ=ïçêâÉêë=çÑÑJëáíÉ=~åÇ=áå=~=ÅçåÑáÇÉåíá~ä=
ÉåîáêçåãÉåíK==

=
QK `~äÅìä~íÉ=ï~ÖÉ=ê~íÉë=
=
jçåëççå=^ÅÅÉëëçêáòÉ=ïáää=ÅçåëáÇÉê=~=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=çéíáçåë=Ñçê=Å~äÅìä~íáåÖ=É~ÅÜ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ï~ÖÉ=äÉîÉäë=
ÇÉÑáåÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=_~ëÉ=`çÇÉ=ERKNFK=qÜÉëÉ=ãÉíÜçÇë=ã~ó=áåÅäìÇÉ=íÜÉ=ÑçääçïáåÖK=
=

• oÉëÉ~êÅÜ=íç=Å~äÅìä~íÉ=íÜÉ=ÅìêêÉåí=ï~ÖÉ=ê~íÉë=ÄÉáåÖ=é~áÇ=íç=ïçêâÉêë=çå=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=Öê~ÇÉë=
~åÇ=íÜÉ=åìãÄÉêë=çÑ=ïçêâÉêë=çå=É~ÅÜ=Öê~ÇÉ=áå=íÜÉ=é~êíáÅáé~íáåÖ=Ñ~ÅíçêáÉëK=a~í~=ÅçìäÇ=~äëç=
ÄÉ=Ö~íÜÉêÉÇ=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ëÉÅíçê=~ë=~=ïÜçäÉK=fí=áë=~åíáÅáé~íÉÇ=íÜ~í=íÜáë=Ç~í~=Å~å=ÄÉ=Éëí~ÄäáëÜÉÇ=
Ñêçã=áåÑçêã~íáçå=~äêÉ~Çó=~î~áä~ÄäÉK=qÜáë=Ç~í~=Å~å=íÜÉå=ÄÉ=ÄÉåÅÜã~êâÉÇ=çå=~=“t~ÖÉë=
i~ÇÇÉêÒ=~Ö~áåëí=å~íáçå~ä=ãáåáãìãë=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=êÉäÉî~åí=ÄÉåÅÜã~êâë=Ñçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=íÜÉ=
p^f=Ñçêãìä~ÉI=`çääÉÅíáîÉ=_~êÖ~áåáåÖ=^ÖêÉÉãÉåíë=~åÇ=íÜÉ=êÉÅçÖåáëÉÇ=ÇÉã~åÇë=çÑ=ïçêâÉê=
çêÖ~åáë~íáçåëK=qÜáë=áåÑçêã~íáçå=ïáää=~Åí=~ë=~=ÄÉåÅÜã~êâ=~í=íÜÉ=çìíëÉí=çÑ=íÜÉ=éêçàÉÅí=~åÇ=
ã~ó=ÄÉ=ìëÉÑìä=áåÑçêã~íáçå=áå=åÉÖçíá~íáçåëK=

• oÉëÉ~êÅÜ=íç=Å~äÅìä~íÉ=íÜÉ=Ä~ëáÅ=åÉÉÇë=çÑ=ïçêâÉêëK=qÜáë=ÅçìäÇ=áåÅäìÇÉ=~åó=êÉÅÉåí=
Å~äÅìä~íáçåëK=qÜáë=áåÑçêã~íáçå=ÅçìäÇ=~äëç=áåÑçêã=~åó=åÉÖçíá~íáçåë=~åÇLçê=éêçîáÇÉ=~=
Åçãé~ê~íçê=íç=~=åÉÖçíá~íÉÇ=~ééêç~ÅÜ=EÄÉäçïFK=

• oÉéêÉëÉåí~íáîÉë=çÑ=ÉãéäçóÉêëÛ=~ëëçÅá~íáçåë=áå=fåÇá~=ÅçìäÇ=ÄÉ=áåîáíÉÇ=íç=åÉÖçíá~íÉ=~å=
~ÖêÉÉÇ=“äáîáåÖ=ï~ÖÉÒ=Ä~ëÉÇ=çå=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=êÉëÉ~êÅÜ=~åÇ=ïÜ~í=íÜÉó=ÄÉäáÉîÉ=áë=~ÑÑçêÇ~ÄäÉK=
qÜáë=ÅçìäÇ=áåÅäìÇÉ=éêçéçë~äë=~Äçìí=Üçï=íç=áåÇÉñ=äáåâ=ï~ÖÉëK=^=êÉëéÉÅíÉÇ=å~íáçå~ä=
çêÖ~åáë~íáçå=ïçìäÇ=ÄÉ=~ëâÉÇ=íç=Ñ~Åáäáí~íÉ=íÜÉëÉ=ÇáëÅìëëáçåëK==

• pÜçìäÇ=å~íáçå~ä=äÉîÉä=åÉÖçíá~íáçåë=åçí=ÄÉ=éçëëáÄäÉ=çê=í~âÉ=íçç=äçåÖI=áåÇáîáÇì~ä=ÉãéäçóÉêë=
ïáää=ÄÉ=~ëâÉÇ=íç=Ä~êÖ~áå=~=“iáîáåÖ=t~ÖÉÒ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉáê=ïçêâÉêë=Ä~ëÉÇ=çå=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=êÉëÉ~êÅÜ=
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

India is ranked 5th in the global clothing trade and the Apparel Industry has 

been growing and contributing significantly to the Indian economy. Are the 

workers engaged in this sector included in this growth process? Are they able 

to meet with their basic requirements to lead a decent living with their 

present wages? These are some questions; this living wage study is probing 

into. Monsoon Accessorize, a well known clothing and accessories brand 

based in UK has taken up the leadership role to undertake this living wage 

study in the clothing and accessories subsector under the aegis of the textiles 

sector. Being a founder member of ETI and a commitment towards ethical 

trading practices, Monsoon has initiated this effort to understand what wage 

will be required by the workers in the NCR region to meet with their basic 

essential requirements.  

Association for Stimulating Knowhow (ASK), a national level, not for profit 

organization working extensively on the issue of Corporate Social 

Accountability has partnered with Monsoon Accessorize to undertake this 

study on the ground. The area of coverage of this study was National Capital 

Region which comprises of Gurgaon, Okhla and Noida areas. The sub areas 

within these areas were mapped out based on the operation of the Monsoon 

Accessorize supply chain.  

For the purpose of this study, we have referred to Ethical Trading Initiative 

(ETI) Code1 which defines the Living wage as the “wage rate which is 

required to support an employee, meet the financial obligations of the 

employee towards his/her dependants, and provide some discretionary 

income”.  Discretionary income would mean the amount of income that 

would be left for spending after an individual’s basic requirements of food, 

clothing and shelter have been met. 
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The primary objective of the study was assessment of the “Living wage” of 

the workers employed in clothing and accessories sector in NCR.  In addition, 

the secondary objectives of the study were to understand their present 

working conditions in terms of hours of work, wage and benefits received by 

the workers and their present living conditions.  

Based on our preliminary discussions with Monsoon Accessorize and desk 

review, it was decided to use the formula approach to compute living wage 

using the market basket survey method. Reaching out the workers in the NCR 

to understand their perspective on living wage, the content of living wage 

basket and their present market prices were key points of query. 

Mapping of the area where workers reside was a pre study exercise which 

was helpful in assessing the area and the market and also establishing rapport 

with the key community persons. Stratified random sampling was used in 

this study which was helpful in reaching out to the varied subgroups. The 

sampling included the following workers working in the clothing and 

accessory manufacturing Industry:  male and female workers proportionate to 

their current employment levels, nature of employment (permanent, contract, 

casual), skill level (unskilled, semi skilled and semi skilled ), years of 

experience and workers living alone or with their family.   

The worker’s profile revealed that most of them have migrated from Bihar, 

UP, West Bengal and Nepal aged between 18 to 40 years predominantly living 

alone and working as contract, casual and piece rate basis. Most of the 

workers started from scratch from the unskilled level and have reached semi 

skilled and skilled level based on their capacity. Decision to bring their family 

depends upon their circumstances and income levels as cost of living is high. 

High job mobility and 15 – 30 days annual visit to their home is a regular 

phenomenon. Women workers were few and primarily in unskilled jobs and 

some of them are working to provide support for meeting their every day 

expenses. 

The selected sample of workers was informed about the purpose of the study 

and their cooperation was sought. After initial sessions of rapport formation, 



the workers started participating in engaging discussions about their “basic 

requirements” for leading a decent standard of living. The workers along 

with the facilitators ensured that they are modest in calculating bare 

minimum expenses excluding all luxuries.   

For calculating living wage, we have used the 1998 Living wage summit 

formula and the SA 8000 Basic needs formula. Two baskets of living wage 

were calculated, one for the worker living alone and the second one for the 

worker living with family as the expenses varied significantly. The average 

size of the family was 4 – 6 members including 2 -4 children.  

 

 

In the Gurgaon region, the assessed “Living Wage” is Rs 6273 for a person 

living alone and Rs 9273 for an individual living with the family. The “legal 

minimum wage varied from Rs 3586 to Rs 4286 depending upon the skill 

level. Thus, the gap between the two was observed to be Rs 2687 to Rs 4987.  

For the Okhla region, the computed “Living Wage” is 6807 for a worker 

living alone and Rs 9197 for a worker living with his family. The “Legal 

Minimum Wage” for this region ranges between Rs 3683 to Rs 4017.  Thus, the 

disparity between the two was calculated to be ranging from Rs 3124 to Rs 

5180. 

In the Noida region, the “Living Wage” is Rs 6792 for a worker living alone 

and Rs 9873 for a worker living with the family. The “legal minimum wage” 

for this region ranges from Rs 3073 to 3889. The disparity between the two 

ranged from Rs 3719 to Rs 5984. 

It was observed, that the gap between calculated “Living Wage” and legal 

minimum wage ranges between Rs 2687 to Rs 5984. The disparity was 

observed in all three regions of the study, irrespective of their location and 

other factors. However it can be noted that Noida area has the lowest legal 

minimum wage and the highest living wage amongst the three areas.  

In addition to the living wage, dialogue with the workers provided us with 

insights into their present working condition in terms of their insecure nature 

Overall, the average living wage for NCR for a worker living alone was computed to be Rs 
6882.73     and a worker living with his family was computed to Rs 9701.39. 



of job as a contract worker, 12 to 15 hours of work and absence of functional 

and user friendly mechanism for social security and medical insurance. The 

state of their current living conditions was deplorable and unhygienic and the 

decision for four to seven workers to live in one 8 by 10 feet room to save 

additional cost of their house rent was another reality which surfaced.  

The realization that such a huge gap exists between the current legal 

minimum wage and the living wage is one of the main outcome of this study. 

To revisit the norms for calculating legal minimum wage based on the current 

inflation levels and understanding the hidden migration costs among other 

costs is the need of the hour. The Ministry of Labour and Ministry of 

Commerce need to review this along with the key Apparel Industry 

stakeholders. Lobbying by civil society and trade unions on this issue of 

revision of the minimum wage is necessary. The global consumer also needs 

to be sensitized and become more aware to be ready to pay a higher price for 

an ethical product.   

For finding ways to bridge this huge gap in the wage levels, the Government, 

Industry National and Global, Civil Society, Trade Unions and the Consumers 

all need to take a collective responsibility.  



Appendix to NHG meeting minutes – BHG Meeting, Bareilly, 30/3/09 
 
 

Items discussed:  
 

A. Benefits and achievements of BHG 
B. Wages – what are the next steps to be implemented to increase minimum wage 

in Bareilly 
 
A. Benefits and achievements of BHG 
 
The contractor members of the BHG have underlined that by working in BHG they have 
experienced a number of benefits including:  
 
• Quality of work that people are doing has increased (because of training) 
• Rate of alterations has gone down 
• Productivity increased 
• More timely delivery from HWs 
 
Homeworkers have also experienced advantages (this was highlighted also during the 
sessions with Homeworkers):  
 
• Health of workers improved due to the ownership of artisan cards  
• Increase awareness about working conditions 
• Ability to discuss community issues and find solutions 
 
It is important to note that the workers working for BHG members have also experienced 
wages increase in the last year. There are various reasons given for that: better transparency 
and reduced length of supply chain, increased awareness amongst workers of their rights, 
and competition with the domestic market. However it is also important to note that workers 
and contractors have underlined the fact that there has been an increase in cost of living 
which might have offset partially the increase in wages. 
 
 
B. Wages – what are the next steps to be implemented to increase minimum wage in 

the  Bareilly area for the HMWs  BHG members  
 
There have been already progresses on the wages in Bareilly due to increased transparency 
and commitment by contractors to the work for BHG. However MW has not being paid yet 
and further improvements need to be achieved.  
 
Ruth Beargan asked subcontractors what they would think about a system where the rate to 
go to the HW was stamped on the fabric, and they seemed enthusiastic about it, they even 
said it would help them. This would mean that retailers/ exporters are responsible for a time 
and motion study for the homeworker (need to check it includes setting up time and breaks 
etc.), and would work out the piece rate, the exporter or whoever buys in the material would 
ensure this is stamped on the pieces. NGOs/ TUs would be responsible for checking that 
homeworkers were aware of what the number meant and were paid the rate in practice. 
 
The group discussed how wages improvement can be achieved and the conclusive 
suggested actions/process for members is in line with what discussed at the NGH – UK 
HMWs meeting of the 27th of March.  
 
Action By whom By when 
Ensure issue of non-productive (e.g. 
fixing the loom) time is included in the 
time and motion sub-group study in 
NHG 
 

AS Next meeting 



Identify if cost saving are possible 
from improving efficiency and 
changing purchasing practices and 
how to transfer this to HMWs 

Exporters rep, contractors, 
retailer compliance staff and 
buyers 

ON going 

Identify cost impact of raising HMWs 
salary in Bareilly to minimum wage, if 
no cost savings can be made 

Exporters rep, contractors, 
retailer compliance staff and 
buyers 

On going 

Ensure tracking systems are in place 
to trace payments to individual 
homeworkers 

Exporters rep, contractors, 
retailer compliance staff 

On going 

Ensure HMW receive information on 
how much should they be paid and 
have a system to report 

Local NGO and TU On going 

Report back to NHG and UK group 
members  

Exporters rep, retailer 
compliance staff and buyers/ AS 
to coordinate and include in 
NHG agenda item 

On going 

 


